
Pastor Heller’s Corner 
 

 

 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9” 

 

A few years ago, the question was raised in a national magazine: “Is sin dead?” 

 

A major religious figure at that time responded: “I fear we are getting there because most of the modern 

world is losing the notion of sin.” 

 

I would agree that most of the world, including many Christians is losing their notion of sin. For example, 

recently Clefo Dollar made national headlines with his appeal to his church members to donate $65 million 

dollars so he could get a new jet “to do the Lord’s work.” Not a word about flying coach like the rest of the 

population or about sin in his sermons. Rather it’s all about prosperity preaching and how God is going to 

make you rich, if you just believe enough and improve yourself enough so God will.    

 

In my opinion, preachers like him and others who follow the same path - not only make a laughingstock of 

faithful pastors and the Christian Church as a whole - but also are paving the road to hell for their flock 

because there is nothing about confession, repentance, and forgiveness of sins in Christ alone.  

 

Michael Horton, professor of theology at Westminster Seminary in California calls that kind of preaching 

"moral therapy." This preaching encourages people to believe if they change their lifestyles or give enough 
money they can get into God's good graces, and if they do enough, they can compel God to reward them 

here and now, and not someday in heaven. 

 

Karsen Case, an ex-Missouri-Synod-Lutheran-turned-atheist summed it up when he said, "... the Bible has a 

lot of good stories. And I do connect with the story of Easter ... It tells me you are going to make mistakes, 

and you will get another chance to do right in the future." 

 

This means if we can solve our problems and sins ourselves, we don't need Jesus. We don't need His birth, 

suffering, death, crucifixion, and resurrection. 

 

It would seem our modern world would rewrite the Pharisee's prayer of Luke 18: "Lord, I thank You that I 

am not as other men are who do really bad mistakes. Me, I deserve happiness because I'm a pretty good guy 

who is doing fine on his own." 

 

To this St. John replies, "If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us." The 

Apostle wants the world to know God's Scripture-given truth that tells us when we have been given a faith 

to confess our sins and when we rely upon Christ, God will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unright-

eousness. 

 

Prayer: “Dear Savior, I give thanks You have been merciful to me a sinner. In your Name I give thanks. 

Amen.” 
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DA TES TO  

REMEMBER 
 

 April 2nd—Maundy 

Thursday 

 April 3rd—Good Friday 

 April 5th—Easter 

 April 10th—Trike-a-

Thon 

 April 12th—2 pm Wor-

ship Service at Christ 

the King 

 April 19th—Voters’ 

Meeting 

 April 26th—2pm Wor-

ship Service at Christ 

the King 
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A WORD FROM PASTOR REINKING 

The Easter season is upon us!  We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord from the dead and His victory over sin, death and 

the devil.  Because of His victory, we too have victory.  As 1 Corinthians 15 tells us, the resurrection gives us the sure hope 

and confidence that we too look forward to the day when we are raised from the dead and live in our glorified bodies forever 

in heaven.   We too can say, “Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory?. . 

.But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

 

God is living and active in the world.  The Holy Spirit works, delivering the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  I see this at 

work at Trinity.  I see this at work at Christ the King.  Since mid February at Christ the King in Commerce we have seen four 

new children of God brought into the Kingdom through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  On March 22nd we received two new 

members by profession of faith and four through Confirmation.  These individuals have been instructed in the faith through our 

“Foundations” Bible Study and what a joy it was to see them stand before God’s people and boldly proclaim their faith in Jesus 

Christ.  All glory and praise goes to God who through His people is proclaiming the saving Gospel and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit growing His kingdom. 

 

Looking ahead to April we have our first open to the public and advertised Divine Service on April 12 th at 2 PM.  We have been 

meeting on Wednesday night since the fall and have had a few Sunday afternoon Services, primarily for those who have been 

attending our Wednesday Night Light Fellowship.  We look forward to seeing even more people come and hear the Word as 

we begin to have more Services.  In addition to April 12th, we also have another 2 PM Service on Sunday April 26th.  Trinity 

members are welcome to attend these after the morning Service at Trinity.  Our goal is that in the fall of 2015 we would be 

able to offer weekly Sunday morning Services and Bible Studies. 
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Voters’ Meeting will be held 

on Sunday, April 19th  

following the service  

Graduate Recognition will be on May 12th. If you 

or a member of your family is celebrating a high 
school or college graduation this year, please let 

the church office know the name of the gradu-

ate, where they are graduating from, where they 

will be going in the fall, and what they will be ma-

joring in. (706) 546-1280 ext. 1 or email: srein-

king@trinity-athens.org. Deadline for turning in 

graduate info is Sunday, April 26th. 

Sponsors are needed 

for the Altar Flowers  

every week in May.  

Arrangements are $25 each.  

 

Please sign up today. 

ELDERBERRIES APRIL EVENT:  

The April Elderberries luncheon will be at 

Dominick’s, in Market Center at 1430 Capitol 

Ave, Watkinsville, GA 30677, on April 15th at 

11:30 AM. Please sign up in the gathering room 

if you will be joining us. 

Trinity's YarnWorks 

Ministry will meet 

on Tuesday,  April 

14, 2 pm at 

church.  All Trinity 

members  and 

friends and neigh-

bors are invited to join us.   We will 

be voting on recipients for our pro-

jects. 

mailto:sreinking@trinity-athens.org
mailto:sreinking@trinity-athens.org
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4041 Hwy 17 

Eastanollee, GA 30538 

706-886-6723 

IHNA SPRING FUNDRAISER 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens is a non-profit 

organization that takes in homeless families and offers sup-

port and assistance to help the families get back on their 

feet. IHNA accepts families with the goal of keeping the 

family together. Jo-Ann Thorne, with the support of the 

TABS Bible Study group, will be hosting a Coffee Fellowship 

on Sunday, May 3 after the worship service to benefit Inter-

faith Hospitality Network of Athens (IHNA). There will be a 

short presentation by Kendall Weinberg, Assistant Director 

at Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens at the end of 

our worship service. There will be a basket on the fellow-

ship table to collect a free will offering. In addition to donat-

ing money IHNA has ongoing needs for the following items: 

umbrellas, rain gear (rain jack-

ets, rain boots), laundry deter-

gent/bleach/fabric softener, 

diapers, baby wipes, hand soap, 

hand sanitizer, lunch boxes/

backpacks (for adults) and ice 

pack for lunch boxes. I will be 

collecting these items through 

the month of April. There is a 

chest next to the LWML table 

where the items can be placed. 

If you have any questions, 

please contact Jo-Ann Thorne 

at 706-202-2740. 

THRIVENT NIGHT AT THE  
GWINNETT BRAVES! 
Saturday, May 30, 2015 

 

Thrivent Tailgate 4:45-6:00PM, Game begins at 7:05PM  
Gwinnett Braves vs. Columbus Clippers 

 

This year, Thrivent will be sponsoring an Armed Forces Ap-
preciation event at the pre-game, hot dog tailgate din-

ner.  Thrivent members are asked to consider bringing current 
Armed Forces members and veterans as a special “Thank 

You!”  Also, there will be blank greeting cards at the event for 
attendees to sign and send words of encouragement to the 

men and women in our Armed Forces.  
 

We are asking each congregation to nominate an active duty 
serviceperson or veteran to throw out the first pitch.  All 
nominations must be received by May 16—we will have a 
random drawing to choose the lucky pitcher!  The winner will 
be contacted ahead of time and announced at the pre-game 
tailgate.   

 

Ticket Orders: 
 Tickets for the game are $8.00 per person (children un-

der 2 are free);  Pre-paid parking is $4.00 per car ($5.00 at 
the gate.)  

   

Order deadline is Sunday, May 3rd. Please 
make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran 
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 MILITARY ADDRESSES 

 

Ian & Sarah Ensley 

17215 Meadowlark Lane 

Wamego, KS 66547 

 

 

Brent Kickbush 

BAH MCA 

09307 

 

 

Tom Lalicki 

31 Farmington Ave 

New London, CT 06320 
 

 

Sunday School for 

ALL AGES begins 

with opening each 

Sunday at 8:45 A.M. 

Kids Cross Craft 

Club meets the 

second Sunday of 

each month fol-

lowing the ser-

vice. Lunch and 

craft time is en-

joyed by all who 

attend. The Club 

is open to grades 

K through 5. 

Trinity is always in 

need of volunteers. 

There are many ways 

you can serve, such as; 

ushering, altar guild, 

reading, acolyting, 

serving coffee fellow-

ship after a service, sponsoring the altar 

flowers for the week, helping with weekly 

grounds maintenance, 

etc. Please sign-up in the 

Gathering Room. Thank 

you for your servants 

heart. 

 

April Birthdays 
04/02 Kathie Wickwire 

04/02 Vic Meinert 

04/04 Hannah Malueg 

04/08 Brody Kubiak 

04/10 Dorothy Balgemann 

04/13 Luke Golub 

04/13 John Semley 

04/14 Tom Ayer 

04/15 Devin Johnson 

04/15 Ernest Sundstrom 

04/18 Holden Newbury 

04/19 Sara Hoppe 

04/19 David Reinking 

04/21 Barbara Raskkosnik 

04/22 Adoline Hollis 

04/22 Kelly Scott 

04/23 James Reinking 

04/23 Melissa Fowler 

0/26 Lily Thielen 

04/26 Shane McAlister 

04/26 Connor McAlister 

04/28 Jeanine Meeler 

04/29 Madalyn Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 
 

04/18 Tom & Joan Walker 

04/30 John & Mary Ann Semley 

 

I saw God today 
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Due to an increasing num-

ber of young people in our 

congregation, the Parish 

Planning Council has up-

dated the policies and op-

tions for child care during 

the Sunday School hour 

and the Worship Services. 

If a parent is needed during the time their child is in 

the nursery or children’s church an usher will come 

and get them.   

A Cry Room is available at the rear of the sanctuary for par-

ents who would like to stay with their children while still en-

joying the service.  

A Staffed Nursery is available for infants through Pre-K dur-

ing the Sunday school hour and worship service.  

Children’s Church is held following the children’s message 

each week for Kindergarten through Fifth Grade.  

 

Usage of tape or glue to adhere items to the 

walls or furniture is prohibited in all build-

ings. Acceptable are adhesives made for walls 

that will not peel the paint; Food and drink 

items are allowed only in designated areas 

(Gathering Room & Fellowship Hall); All 

types of crafts, painting, sewing, and related 

work must be done in designated area 

(Fellowship Hall); When a function is over all 

thermostats should be programmed to 80° 

when air conditioning is in use and to 65° 

when heater is in use. Do not turn complete-

ly off. Leave fan set to auto; All trash should 

be bagged and taken to dumpster after all 

functions including Sunday’s coffee fellow-

ship. Recyclable items may be placed in des-

ignated recycling bins beside the dumpster.  
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Help support Trinity Lutheran 

Academy by linking your Kroger 

card to the school. Every time 

you shop at Kroger and scan your 

rewards card TLA will get a per-

centage of your check. To link 

your card, go to  

https://www.kroger.com/

communityrewards. Once on the 

webpage you will need to create 

an account and then you will be given an option to choose an 

organization.  You will search for Trinity Lutheran Church and 

make that selection.  

On Monday, May 12th, Trinity will be hosting a 

night of good food & fellowship. Join us at 

Taqueria La Parilla in the Homewood Hills shop-

ping center from 5PM – 9PM. La Parilla will be 

giving Trinity’s schools 30% of the total receipts 

collected in support of Trinity. Proceeds will be 

used playground renovations. There will be a box 

at the checkout counter for you to place your 

receipts in. DON’T FORGET TO DROP YOUR 

RECEIPT IN THE BOX. WITHOUT IT WE DO 

NOT GET CREDIT FOR YOUR VISIT. Thank you 

for your support of our programs.  

Annual St. Jude Trike-A-Thon Event at Trinity 
On April 10th Trinity Lutheran Academy invites our Trinity members 
for a fun night of fellowship and bike riding.  We will begin the evening 
with prayer and a potluck at 6:30 pm and then as soon as the kids fin-
ish eating, parents may head toward our make-shift riding tracks in the 
parking lot.  All member's children are invited, too. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our school families and church families to fellow-
ship.  If you will be joining us, please sign up in the Gathering 
Room.  The school will provide hot dogs and drinks and if you are 
bringing a dish to share, please bring one from the category that the 
first letter of your last name falls under.  

{A-G  Vegetable Dish, H-M  Hot Side Dish,  N-R  Fruit,  S-
T  Dessert,  U-Z  Chips} 

If you have children, please make sure to bring along their riding toys 
(bike, trike, scooter, wagon, stroller) a helmet and your camera! 
 

A brief history on Trike-A-Thon at Trinity. 
Over 15 years ago Brenda Malueg introduced our half day preschool 
children and families to a wonderful, fun way to help raise money for 
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital and teach riding-toy safety. St. 
Jude provides a week-long curriculum to teach four life-saving lessons 
on riding-toy safety so, in the end Brenda would celebrate, the lessons 

learned and the wonderful donations provided by the families and 
church members, with a Trike-A-Thon. The children would ride laps for 
donations and show off their pedaling skills.  Now, both our full day and 
half day children and families participate in St. Jude Trike-A-Thon and 
many of our Trinity members have also contributed to St. Jude. All to-

gether, through the years we have donated a total just under 
$20,000!!  The best reward for participating is knowing we are making 

a difference in the lives of children suffering from cancer and oth-
er catastrophic diseases. Together, we make it possible for St. Jude to 

treat patients regardless of a family's ability to pay.   
 
 
 

Support Trinity Lutheran 

Academy by shopping at 

Amazon Smile. 

 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Am-

azon will donate to Trinity Lutheran 

Church. Support us every time you 

shop. 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-

1732188 

https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
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The youth are bringing back their annual yard sale!  It will be held 

May 1st and 2nd. THEY WILL BE ACCEPTING DONATIONS FROM APRIL 5TH 

THROUGH APRIL 26TH. We are requesting that no adult clothing be 

donated; only children’s clothing. All other items are accepted. If you 

need items picked up you can contact Shashana Reinking to make 

arrangements. There will be a pre-sale night on Friday, May 1st from 

6:00 until 7:30 p.m. for church members and staff. The sale will be 

open to the public on Saturday, May 2nd from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 

p.m. All proceeds benefit Trinity’s Youth Program. 
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Jeff Williams, cancer 

Raven Cooper, Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Tom D’Errico, healing 

Charles McMachem, pancreatic cancer 

 Erika Mock, healing 

 Eric & Laurie Bunker , healing 

Michael and Saundra Hammons, healing 

Sonia Adsit, recovering from surgery  

Dorothy Lewis, healing 

Luanne Worley, brain tumor 

Mark Martini, liver cancer 

Grace Manske, healing 

Myrtle LaHullier, healing 

 

 

2535 Jefferson Road 

Athens, GA 30607 

Our mission is to proclaim the gospel 

of Jesus boldly, to praise God fully, 

and to serve others joyfully. 

Statement of Purpose 

Trinity Lutheran Church exists to bring people to a 

saving faith in Jesus and into the fellowship of His 

family in order that they may mature in their  Chris-

tian walk as they are equipped for ministry within 

the church and a life of service to the world which 

glorifies God. 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

This Month Please Pray For 

706-546-1280 

www.trinity-athens.org 

Faith in Action is the monthly 

newsletter of Trinity Lutheran 

Church. All members are en-

couraged to submit articles, 

Board Chairpersons, please let 

us know what your boards or 

committees are doing. Turn all 

contributions for the news-

letter in to the Church Admin-

istrator no later than the 15th 

of each month.  Contributions 

may be submitted  by hard 

copy, email, fax or phone. 


